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be prepared

GROUND TO AIR SIGNALLING
Symbols should be at least 3 metres in height, larger if possible. The colours of the 
symbol material and the ground should contrast as much as possible. A space of 3 
meters should separate the elements in 2, 7, 10, 14 and 17. In addition to the symbols, 
make every effort to attract attention by means of radio, flares, smoke or other 
available means. When using smoke or fire to attract attention, use three evenly spaced 
fires located across the wind direction. 

1. REQUIRE DOCTOR. 
SERIOUS INJURY 

10. WILL ATTEMPT TAKE-
OFF

2. REQUIRE MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES 

11. AIRCRAFT SERIOUSLY 
DAMAGED 

3. UNABLE TO PROCEED 12. PROBABLY SAFE TO 
LAND HERE 

4. REQUIRE FOOD AND 
WATER 

13. REQUIRE FUEL AND 
OIL

5. REQUIRE FIRE-ARMS 
AND AMMUNITION 

14. ALL WELL.  

6. REQUIRE MAP AND 
COMPASS 

15. NO / NEGATIVE 

7. REQUIRE RADIO / 16. YES / AFFIRMATIVE 

8. INDICATE DIRECTION 
TO PROCEED 

17. NOT UNDERSTOOD 

9. AM PROCEEDING IN 
THIS DIRECTION 

18. REQUIRE ENGINEER 


